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Our sages taught that the world was created with one man so that no one

could claim a greater ancestry than anyone else.  A lovely thought.  Yet

how would any of us feel about being a black man in America today?  How

can any of us who are not black identify with what is happening in our

nation today?  Black lives do matter!  We are all children of God . . . even

Black people!

How would any of us feel about being a police officer in America today?

How can any of us who do not put on the uniform identify with these men

and women and others in related fields of public service, who put their

lives on the line every day for a society which honors and respects them in

word, but is quick to group the good with the bad apples.  Blue lives do

matter!  We are all children of God . . . even police officers!

Two hundred fifty years ago during The French Revolution, freedom,

equality and brotherhood were proclaimed for all . . . except for the Jews.

How can any one who is not Jewish identify with how we have been reviled

throughout history and with the double standard which afflicts us even

today.  Jewish lives do matter!  We are all children of God . . . even Jews!



Black vs. white is more than a clash between races, it is how we have

come to see the world.  Hillary vs Bernie;  Hillary vs Trump, Democrat vs.

Republican, the 1% vs everyone else, America vs the world.  Our nation is

growing increasingly polarized.

People have always disagreed, but we have sunk to the point where it has

become difficult to work together and reach consensus and even remain

civil with those with whom we disagree.

When people talk religion and view everything as absolute, either black or

white, we call it extremism.  When people talk politics and view everything

as absolute, either black or white, we call it patriotism.

The idea that there is only one right way and everyone else is either evil or

an infidel is antithetical to Judaism.  The massive compendium of Jewish

law, known as the Talmud, is filled with respectful disagreements between

sages who understood that there may be more than one right answer.

They also understood that what is right in one place and time, may not be

in another.  The Talmudic sages respected one another, though they did

not always agree with one another.  Their rulings often included a

recording of minority opinions.



America is a democracy which is founded upon compromise between

differing parties.  No one gets 100% of what they want.  There is no peace

between Israel and the Palestinians today because the terrorist Yassir

Arafat refused to accept an agreement with Israel that met only 97% of his

demands.  Should America go down the “all or nothing” road blazed by the

Palestinians, we too run the risk that we will end up with nothing.

It is simplistic to blame all of our problems on one source, be it Congress,

the President or the hate mongers.  So many of us have become our own

worst enemy;  we would sooner attack one another than dialogue with

one another.

We are all created in God’s image;  Jews, Catholics, Protestants, Muslims,

Buddhists, Atheists and more.  Blacks, Whites, Asians, Latinos and

Latinas and more.

We may be taught this as children, however, much of what we are taught

gets distorted as we go through life.  We fall off the straight and narrow.

Whether it is a diet, a commitment to exercise or to improve other aspects

of our lives, we go astray.



That is why we gather together on this Rosh Hashana.  We seek to return

to our default settings, although we do hope that we have improved

ourselves since we last sat here a year ago.

Election campaigns have a long history of portraying the choices as “good

vs. evil.”  However, the day after an election usually witnesses a dramatic

drop in the vitriol.  Our leaders begin communicating the message that we

should have known all along:  there are legitimate differences of opinion

among all types of people and on all sorts of issues.

The world and the issues confronting it are rarely black and white;  the

truth is usually found in the gray area in between.  However, compromise

isn’t exciting;  idealism is and fanaticism is even better . . . as long as it is

for the cause which we support.

Only a few years after the Yankees mocked the Mets for having to offer

promotions to get fans to attend their games,  the Yankees began offering

promotions to get fans to attend their games.  People change, so we

should be careful not to be too hasty in our criticisms of others, for we

may pass that way before too long



We are all created in the image of God.  Unlike the simplicity of reality TV

or wrestling, life and God are complex and often frustrating. When

President George Bush broke the “read my lips, no new taxes” pledge he

made at the 1988 Republican convention, he probably understood the

price he would pay.  However, he must have felt that this was in the best

interests of the nation.  And so, two years later, he agreed to a tax hike as

part of the 1990 budget agreement.

Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote that “A foolish consistency is the hobgoblin

of little minds, adored by little statesmen and philosophers and divines.

With consistency a great soul has simply nothing to do. He may as well

concern himself with his shadow on the wall. “

Changing our mind does not necessarily make us a hypocrite;  it may

simply mean that the situation has changed or we may have seen a better

option than what we had realized before.

Like a misbehaving child, America needs a time out.  So, just chill.  Calm

down.  Between social media and cable news, we are bombarded with

scenarios in which there are only two options.  The reality is far different.

Children often lack the sophisticated mind to understand more than two

options. Most adults understand that life is complicated.  In order to

successfully maneuver our way through it, we need to use the tools we



 have been given.  Of course, those tools are often not as exciting as the

distractions.

And so, we pay entertainers far more than teachers.  We name our kids

after celebrities, rather than after role models.  We spend as little time as

necessary on activities which nurture values, while spending as much

time as possible on glitz and glamor.

Back in 1980, the defeated Democratic presidential candidate Walter

Mondale said that for the Democratic party to win in the future, it would

need a telegenic candidate.  Substance would not be enough for people

who were becoming accustomed to sizzle and fluff.  He essentially

predicted the presidencies of Ronald Reagan and Bill Clinton.

An ancient story says:  When I was a young man, I wanted to change the

world. I found it was difficult to change the world, so I tried to change my

nation. When I found I couldn't change the nation, I began to focus on my

town. I couldn't change the town and as an older man, I tried to change

my family. Now, as an old man, I realize the only thing I can change is

myself, and suddenly I realize that if long ago I had changed myself, I

could have made an impact on my family. My family and I could have made

an impact on our town. Their impact could have changed the nation and I

could indeed have changed the world."



On this Rosh Hashana, let us resolve to change ourselves from reaction-

aries to thinkers, from pundits to pausers, from those who see the world

and its issues in black or white to those who see them in every color of the

rainbow.

Whether we like it or not, we cannot deny the reality that our society is

changing very rapidly.  Some of us will embrace that change more than

others, but it is only by being part of the future that we will be able to make

a positive impact upon it.

None of us will do it all, but each of us can make a difference.  Unlike the

talking heads who haunt our screens 24 hours a day, seven days a week,

we have the luxury to think before we speak, to consider before we

castigate, to compromise before we villify.

In the Biblical Book of Isaiah, God says “come, let us reason together.”  If

God can reason with us, we certainly should be capable of doing so with

one another.  Our nation is far too important for us to fail.

We can make ourselves better;  we can elevate the level of discourse;  we

can disagree respectfully and agreeably and we can compromise in the

pursuit of our goals and our dreams.  We can and we must.  AMEN


